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Handling of Palestine Situation in Security 





Nenke, {86005/4/34 Council. 
TELEGRAM FROM Beeley and Trafford Smith attended informal meeting 
United Kingdom of French, Belgian and United States Delegations 
No Delegation (|May 8th under chairmanship of Parodi to discuss 

NEW YORK j|handling of Palestine Situatton in the Council. 
Dated 1437 Gives text of debate. 
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(This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on], 





Cypher/OTP, WORLD ORGANISATION DISTRIBUTION, 
f 
{ 
FROM NSW YORK TO FORSIGN OFFICE, E b 5 i 
eee ee : PASTE, : 
(From United Kingdom Delegation to United! ~ , 
Nations), — 
WO owiFa 238 
No. 1437, D. 2.20 pom, 9th May 1948.7 
9th May 1948, R. 8.00 p.m, 9th May 1948, 


Repeated to Washington Saving, 


DMEDIATE. 
SECRAT. 
GIANT, 


Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No, 1487 of 
May 9th, repeated for InTormation to Washington Saving. 
Palestine, 


Beeley and Trafford Smith attended informal 
prt of French, Belgian and United States 
legations vesterday under chairmenship of Parodi 
in his capacity as President of Securi ipso to 
scuss handling of Palestine situation in the Council, 


2. Parodi had in mind especially the problems 
which would arise if the Arab Legion entered Palestine 
after May 15th, He did not think that Abdullah 
Would take the very considerable risk of entering upon 
a major battle with Jewish forces, The probable 
course of events was more likely to be 


(1) Clashes between Arab Legion and Haganah; 


(2) The opening of negotiations between 
Abdullah and the Jews; 


(8) The exercise of pressure by the Council 
on both parties and by His Majesty's Government on 
Abdullaix, with a view to a reasonable settlement. 
From the point of view of the interests of the 
Western Powers, Parodi felt that an a d ition 
between Abdullah and the Zionists ved at in this 
manner after small-scale fighting was probably the 
best solution, On that assumption it was important 
that the Security Council should do nothing to prevent 
acceptance of the situation, It was therefore his 
intention as President to do everything to avoid 
a declaration by the Council that such action by 
Transjordan constituted a threat to the peace, 


/3. Nisot (Belgium) 


New York telcprau 0.1487 to ie. 


- 2- 


8. Nisot (Selgium) strongly suprorted Perodi's 
desire to avoic embarrassing action by te Securit; Council, 
es did the United King ou representatives. United 
States representatives took a wore legalistic view and 
were not sure thet they could retrain Irow supporting a 
resolution condemning Transjorsen action. 


4. It was generally teit at the weetin- that a 
report would have to be wade to the Security Council 
on behelf of the Truce Commission on or vefore sey 15th, 
and thet during discussion of that report ti.e Council 
would consider eny major developuents such as the possible 
entry into Palestine of the regular armies of the Arab 
Lergue (United Kingdom representatives objected throughout 
to use of the word "invasion", on the ground tht it was 
too early to foresee whether the tern would be accurate). 


5. Parodi felt thet a nost difficult situation would 
erice if there were a truce in Jerusalea and Abdullah 
failed to keen the Arab Legion out of the city. In that 
event, it would be impossible to keep the Security Council 
quiet. He said to United Kingdon representatives privately 
after the ueeting that he sincerely hoped thet, whatever 
else happened, His Majesty's Governnent would be able to 
use their influence with Abdullah to prevent hin fron 
violating a Jerusalem truce. 
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Moot Tisieciate 
vecret 
AcGre.cet to Ue -Del-lew Yorn telno. 1996 . 
her, 
o Mr- epea ten Sop inPoriutior to Wasnir,ton. 
Y garry Ns ~arr—y > aeol x 
Your tel. No.1437 fot May ¥é Palestine/ 


You should thann the French Representative 





for his helpful attitude and tell hii aiscreetly 


Repeat to :-— 


that we shall do everythin, possible to avoia 
trouble in tne Uecurity Council. 


a shgn apr 


2. One o2 the acvanta les ol the suuition 
f : r 2 ipead 

“ suzcestea ir ny telesren N0+ 199% to your 
“ : 

draft resolution is that it woula enable the 
Urited Nations authority in Palestine to esa 
“Pane goraun to proviue Areb Lesion torce:. to 
wéintain oruer in Arab are“... ig you think it 


desirable, please put this point te the Aiericens 


» also. 
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ecre 


FROM FOREIGN OF “IC% TO New YORK 
(To United : ingdom Delegation to the United 





Nations 
11th i‘ay, 1948. D.2.50 yp." llth Vay, 1948, 
repeated to washington li0,5159 
varis No,082 Saving 
Brussels 10.129 Saving 
2 OST IMMSDIATE 


SEoRRT 
Addressed to t!/nited Kingdom Delegation New York 


telegram No. Si repeated for orma 
to RSW ton and saving to Paris and brussels. 
Your telegram 10.1437 [of May 9th; Palestine]. 


You should thank the French Representative for his 
helpful attitude and_tell him discreetly that we shall 
- oe eee possible to avoid trouble in the Security 

ouncil, 


3. One of the advantages of the addition 
suggested in my telegram No.1994 to your draft 
resolution is that it would enable the United Nations 
ero in Palestine to ask Trans-Jordan to provide 
Arab Legion forces to maintain order in Arab areas. 
If you think it desirable, please put this point to 
the Americans also. 
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